
M
em

bership &
 P

articipation

• C
om

e to m
onthly m

eetings. Participate by
sharing your ideas and expressing your
concerns

• Join a com
m

ittee and/or w
ork on a project

• C
ontribute $15.00 per pay period

• Tell other firefighters on the departm
ent

about M
A

A
PFA

and encourage them
 to get

involved.

• Tell the broader com
m

unity about
M

A
A

PFA
and how

 w
e serve them

A
ctivities

T
his past N

ovem
ber, w

e team
ed up w

ith C
ub

F
oods, 

the 
H

enderson 
F

oundation 
and 

the
H

enderson 
brothers 

(E
.J. 

&
 

E
rin) 

of 
the

M
innesota 

V
ikings 

to 
distribute 

over
2000

turkeys to fam
ilies in need.

In D
ecem

ber, M
A

A
PFA

along w
ith M

ayor R
.T.

R
ybak and others donated toys to the parents in

C
om

m
unity A

ction/H
ead Start K

ids W
ish

T
ree C

hristm
as gift drive.

H
istory

M
A

A
PFA

w
as incorporated in 1989. It w

as
created to address m

any issues ranging from
hiring 

and 
prom

otional 
practices 

w
ithin 

the
M

inneapolis Fire D
epartm

ent (M
FD

), to the
cultural 

environm
ent 

in 
w

hich 
firefighters

w
orked, 

to 
addressing 

needs 
w

ithin 
the

com
m

unity.

M
ission

T
he 

M
inneapolis 

A
frican 

A
m

erican
P

rofessional
F

irefighters 
A

ssociation 
is 

an
organization 

of 
m

en 
and 

w
om

en 
w

ho 
have

com
e together in an effort to discuss com

m
on

issues and seek resolutions that pertain to our
profession as fire fighters as w

ell as to our
com

m
unities.

A
s an association, it is our duty to im

prove the
quality 

and 
w

ork 
environm

ent 
of 

our 
fire

departm
ent. 

T
his 

can 
be 

accom
plished 

by
w

orking together on topics that    create a
com

m
on understanding of diversity. A

lso, w
e

w
ish to provide opportunities of recruitm

ent
and  em

ploym
ent for people of A

frican descent,
and 

to 
aid 

in 
m

otivating 
our 

B
rothers 

and
Sisters to seek advancem

ent to elevated ranks
throughout the Fire Service.

In January, w
e team

ed
up w

ith the M
innesota

C
ouncil 

for 
B

lack
M

innesotans 
and 

the
N

etw
ork 

for 
the

D
evelopm

ent 
of

C
hildren 

of 
A

frican
D

escent 
(N

dC
A

D
) 

to
read 

to 
children 

and
distribute 

free 
books

during the annual D
r.

M
artin 

L
uther

K
ing

Jr. 
holiday 

and
celebration.

In 
F

ebruary, 
w

e
team

ed 
up 

w
ith 

the
S

cience 
M

useum
 

of
M

innesota 
for 

their
A

frican A
m

ericans 
is

Science 
D

ay
to

dem
onstrate 

safety 
equipm

ent 
and 

em
phasize

that a scientific process w
ent into developing

firefighter safety equipm
ent. 

In 
partnership 

w
ith 

the 
M

F
D

, 
w

e 
have

distributed and installed over 1000 sm
oke and

carbon 
m

onoxide 
detectors

to 
M

inneapolis
residents.

W
e are proud supporters and contributors to the

2011 M
iss B

lack M
innesota U

SA
Scholarship

P
ageant.

M
A

A
PFA

in partnership w
ith T

he B
urn C

enter
at R

egions H
ospital in St. Paul helped send

children 
burn 

victim
s 

to 
C

heley 
C

hildren’s
H

ospital B
urn C

am
p in C

olorado w
hich helps

kids of all ages deal w
ith burn injuries.

M
i

n
n

e
a

p
o

l
i

s
 A

f
r

i
c

a
n

 A
m

e
r

i
c

a
n

 P
r

o
f

e
s

s
i

o
n

a
l

 F
i

r
e

f
i

g
h

t
e

r
s

 A
s

s
o

c
i

a
t

i
o

n

M
A

A
P

FA
m

em
ber show

ing F
ire P

rotective
equipm

ent and technology to students at the
Science M

useum
 of M

innesota

M
A

A
P

FA
m

em
bers w

ith the H
enderson B

rothers
from

 the M
N

 Vikings

Vice P
resident/C

aptain
M

elanie R
ucker, Turkey

G
iveaw

ay at C
ub F

oods



C
onferences

N
orth C

entral R
egional/T

ri-R
egional

C
onferences

Spring 2011 C
onvention • C

hicago, IL
A

pril 20th - 23rd

IA
B

PFF C
onference

Fall 2011 C
onvention • D

allas, T
X

N
ovem

ber 6th - 13th

E
xecutive B

oard:

C
harles R

ucker, P
resident

M
elanie R

ucker, V
ice-P

resident

B
ilal A

tiq, Secretary

T
im

 B
aynard, T

reasurer

B
ryan T

yner, T
rustee

M
ichael Terry, T

rustee

P
rentice M

oore, Sergeant at A
rm

s

M
inneapolis A

frican A
m

erican
P

rofessional F
irefighters A

ssociation

1730 N
ew

 B
righton B

lvd. #104-276

M
inneapolis, M

innesota, 55413-1661

(612) 695-0022 • ruckce@
hotm

ail.com

M
A

A
P

FA
is not a union. M

A
A

P
FA

m
em

bers are
m

em
bers of and are represented by L

ocal #82 in
M

inneapolis, M
innesota of the International

A
ssociation of F

ire F
ighters.

W
e also w

ork w
ith the M

innesota Partnership
for A

ction A
gainst Tobacco (M

PA
A

T
) to help

reduce and elim
inate sm

oking w
ithin our

com
m

unity.
W

e have operated booths at the
State Fair, Juneteenth and the U

rban L
eague’s

Fam
ily D

ay to encourage and assist com
m

unity
m

em
bers to stop sm

oking.

L
ast, but not least, M

A
A

PFA
has an on-going

com
m

itm
ent 

to 
our

youth
from

 
school

involvem
ent w

ith our fire safety program
s, fire

service 
aw

areness 
and 

recruitm
ent

presentations, to stay-in school and graduate
presentations. A

s a result of our great w
ork, the

International A
ssociation of B

lack Professional
Firefighters’

aw
arded M

A
A

PFA
w

ith the 2008
C

om
m

unity Service A
w

ard.

W
e are alw

ays looking for w
ays to team

 up w
ith

other organizations and businesses to further
our m

ission.

M
eeting Inform

ation

M
A

A
PFA

m
onthly m

eetings are held from
1:00  - 3:00 pm

 at the U
rban L

eague, 2009
Plym

outh A
venue 

N
orth, 

in 
M

inneapolis.
Please contact us for specific dates.

M
A

A
P

F
A

F
O

U
N

D
E

D
 IN

1989

To
g

e
th

e
r

W
e

 C
a

n

M
in

n
e
a
p
o
lis A

frica
n
 A

m
e
rica

n
 

P
ro

fe
ssio

n
a
l F

ire
fig

h
te

rs 

“
...Strengthen relationships and bonds

am
ong firefighters.”

“
...B

uild upon the foundation of those
w

ho cam
e before us.”

“
...C

ontinue our w
ork and build upon the

accom
plishm

ents of our recent past.”
G

oals 
M

inneapolis &
 St. P

aul B
lack F

irefighters w
ith 

U
.S. R

ep. K
eith E

llison

M
em

ber of the International A
ssociation of

B
lack P

rofessional F
irefighters

I
.A

.B
.P

.F
.F

.

2011
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